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killed two- or three before falling, my eyes rolling and bloodshot
The nurse ran to me at once, with bleats of misery; but my enemies
fettered me."1 The abettors of such offenders were tracked down and
certainly apprehended as early as possible."2 So thieves once caught,
when they showed the least resistance, were not only thrashed but
were fettered with manacles of iron,5

These burglars and thieves in general frequented houses of
prostitutes, tap-rooms, gambling-places, stalls of bakers, sheds of
parks, huts of ascetics, empty temples, squares, market-quadrangles
and bazars of the markets.* The police were always set after them
in such places, where they could be easily traced and arrested.
Over these policemen in the city there was an official called the
Chief of the City Guards, who, if he failed to trace any particular
thief, was replaced by another official.5 Sometimes the king laid
down a time-limit for the arrest of a thief,6 but this might not have
been always the case.

VII.     Provincial Administration
1.   Types of Officers and their Duties

We have seen till now the nature and the duties of the civil,
revenue, military, police and judicial officials of the Central
Government of the Gupta empire, and we may now turn to ascertain
similar functions of the Provincial and Local Administrative officers
of this age.

{_ As observed earlier, large tracts were entrusted to the care of
the governors in the times of Gupta rule. Under these governors
there were the district officers, who were responsible for the govern-
ment of districts* The district officers were in reality appointed to
special posts. J How they were appointed can be found out from one
of the Damodarpur copper plate grants of Dharaadltya which states
thus; "In the times of the reigning of the Vparika Nagadeva, Chief
Warden of the Gate, in New Avakasika, who gained his dignity through
gratifying that Dharmaditya, Gropalasvami is , the customs officer

1 Meyer, of* dt,t p. 94.   Italics mine.
* Ibid* pp. 94-95*
8 Ibid* p. 141.
4 Ibid* pp. 249-50.
s Ibid* p. 224.
6 Ibid* p. 231.